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_La Voz as History

La Voz de Elplrir;m
A Project of fre iferchange

1988 - 2008

The original logo of La Voz, based on the window & door designs
at the old Esperanza space at 1305 N. Flores cited our ties to the
Interchange Network. It was updated and used until June, 1995.

Editor’s note: This issue celebrates the 20 plus
years of the Esperanza Peace and Justice center’s
monthly publication, La Voz de Esperanza. The first
issue, published in November of 1988, constituted volume one of La Voz. In 1989, we published
the first full year of La Voz with 12 issues. From the start, many folks have been involved in the
production of La Voz. In order to thank and pay tribute to all the gente involved with La Voz over
20 yearsgwerve decided to publish a preliminary index with as complete a listing of the articles
and authers possible. This issue will cover the period of November 1987 to November 1996 in a
special 8 page pull-out section. We will continue the index in the next few months until it is finished.
How ever compléte our efforts to index La Voz are, it still will not reflect all of the people that have
been involved in bringing each issue to fruition. As such, I encourage our readers to send in any
reflections you mayhavé onsthe 20 years of La Voz. Send letters to the editor by email to: lavoz@
esperanzacenter.org or by mail to 922 San Pedro in San Antonio Texas, 78212. Hearfelt thanks to
all for taking us to this monumental point in La Voz history. We begin with a reflection by Cindy
Duda, former editor of the Interchange newsletter. Be sure to read on about the free speech/free
streets lawsuit that will go to federal courton January 26, 2009. Be there!

Congratulations La Voz for 20 years of outstanding service to the San Antonio community.
As I looked through a recent copy of Ta Vozy Ir found myself reflecting on the evolution of
communication in the San Antonio peace and justice community over the last 30 years. The first
issue of La Voz was published just a few months after the last issue of the Interchange Newsletter
was sent out in 1988. That newsletter was created in/the-early 1980s to provide a forum where a
wide variety of peace and justice groups could coordinate events and support each other as we
worked on various social issues. For five years, once a‘monthy] collected the information from
the various groups and created a one to two page document thatywas hand typed (on a typewriter),
photocopied (usually at Kinkos but sometimes on personal photeCopiers), and prepared for a bulk
mail-out. The completed product was taken to the Post Office on Pertin Bietel (often at midnight)
and mailed to the community. In the newsletter there was no place for the kind of in-depth articles
and features that make La Voz the excellent publication that it is today. Frem a"two page newsletter
to a well-written magazine is, indeed, progress.

While each new issue of La Voz is dedicated to keeping up with current/events and issues,
over time it has documented the cultural heritage of San Antonio through stories about individuals
and events that helped make the city what it is. Recently, while working on a curriculum guide
for Hispanic Heritage month in Austin, I started looking through archived copies of L.a/Voz for
something I had seen about Lydia Mendoza, the singer. I found what I was looking for butyin
addition, I discovered a treasure trove of articles that I want to use in future curriculum guides:
Each copy of La Voz had at least one or more articles that were excellent teaching materials. [
listed approximately 100 articles that are great teaching tools for Hispanic heritage. Each issue
of La Voz is a snapshot of San Antonio and U.S. history as seen through the perspective of its
writers. | am encouraging the editor, Gloria Ramirez, to donate an archive of La Voz issues to
the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History at the University of Texas at Austin. Researchers
interested in the cultural history of San Antonio will find La Voz invaluable.

So, thank you, Gloria, and the other members of the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center for
creating a valuable collection of articles and photographs about the rich history of San Antonio
that is important today and will continue to be important in the future.

- Cynthia DuBois, Ph.D., Assistant Director for Education

Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin

/ATTENTION VOZ READERS: If you have a correction you want to make on your mailing label pleash
send it in to lavoz@esperanzacenter.org. If you do not wish to continue on the mailing list for whatever reason
please notify us as well. La Voz is provided as a courtesy to people on the mailing list of the Esperanza Peace
and Justice Center. The subscription rate is now $30 per year. The cost of producing and mailing La Voz has
substantially increased and we need your help to keep it afloat. To help, send in your subscriptions, sign up as a

onthly donor, or send in a donation to the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center. Thank you. -GAR

VOZ VISION STATEMENT: La Voz de Esperanza speaks for many individual, progressive voices who are
gente-based, multi-visioned and milagro-bound. We are diverse survivors of materialism, racism, misogyny,
homophobia, classism, violence, earth-damage, speciesism and cultural and political oppression. We are
recapturing the powers of alliance, activism and healthy conflict in order to achieve interdependent economic/
spiritual healing and fuerza. La Voz is a resource for peace, justice, and human rights, providing a forum for
criticism, information, education, humor and other creative works. La Voz provokes bold actions in response
to local and global problems, with the knowledge that the many risks we take for the earth, our body, and the
dignity of all people will result in profound change for the seven generations to come.




