
Nov. 7 is Election Day 
Voting on 14 constitutional amendments 

Amendment Guide: bit.ly/2023-amend

Check individual websites, FB and other social media for information 
on community meetings previously listed in La Voz. For meetings 
and events scheduled at the Esperanza Peace & Justice Center check: 
www.esperanzacenter.org or call 210.228.0201.

Notas Y Más
November, 2023

An Aria of Love’s Loss
You stood at the sink, washing dishes, lost in the song 
that you were singing, thinking yourself alone, as I sat 

below on the carpet of the sunken living room, a catbird seat 
from which to hear glory, the first time I truly understood 

the word, as you opened up wide, a part of yourself 
I’d never seen, notes swelling and soaring, until tears

streaked my face from the magnitude of such beauty 
as to overwhelm, the words unknown to me as you sang 

in the Latin of the convent, the place you had never 
wanted to leave, the home that you were forced to forsake

for obligations that had never been yours, but family called 
the irony not lost on me, even at thirteen, that I wouldn’t 

have been born had you stayed, into this life of constant 
survival mode at the mercurial swings of your mood

and the newly discovered word for my difference that 
you were already trying to scrub out of me with pink 

dresses and bows, dunking me repeatedly in the blood of jesus 
that did not save me from all the horror that was to come

not knowing for many years, the truth that fueled your pain 
drove your anger that almost destroyed us both, quietly

tucking the magic of this song, this moment, into my heart 
inside a tiny bomb shelter of space, that was yet unbroken

   — Randi Romo

La lucha continua
En el ombligo de nuestras tierras nuevomexicanas
se ha luchado contra incursiones norteamericanas,
ante el alambrado y las cercas, Las Gorras Blancas,
que hasta hoy día al vendido alcalde le dan en las ancas.
El gobierno federal incinera tierras y bosques comunales
que por generaciones nos han sostenido con sus dotes naturales,
pero con su indiferencia hacia el pueblo que debe representar,
ante las llamas y lluvias torrenciales el alcalde sólo se sabe ocultar.
Las Vegas, tan original como tus pueblos ancestrales,
te dedico esta Calavera que brota como manantiales,
aguas cálidas nutridas de energía y memoria,
¡Que vivan Las Gorras Blancas en toda su gloria!
  –David Rodgers

Recordando a David Rodgers 
Que tristeza, la Calaca se llevó  
Al Compa Profe que de Brooklyn se mudó 
Al Cerro del Tecolote allá en Nuevo México. 
David Rodgers busco’ vivir en paz 
Escribiendo poemas a su amada esposa que falleció. 
Y usando su talento como buen gastronómico 
Invito a la Calaca a comer lo que cocino’ 
“Es mi famosa pasta con chorizo,” le rogó 
Pero la Calaca se enchiló y se enojó. 
El plan de David no funcionó 
Y la Calaca se lo llevo’.
 —Antonio Cabral 

Gemini Ink’s  23rd Inkstravaganza

“Fellow Travelers: Celebrating 
the Poetic Journeys of Jenny Browne”

McNay Art Museum Moroccan Courtyard & Leeper Auditorium 
Friday, November 10th, 6:30-9:30 pm

Award for Literary Excellence • Jenny Browne
www.geminiink.org/inkstravaganza-event/

https://www.texasbookfestival.org/ 
2023-full-author-lineup-announced/

Start your 2023  
tax deductible gifts
Give to the Esperanza in spirit of solidarity so we 
can continue to speak out, organize and !ght for 

our communities for another 35 Years. Your support 
is needed NOW more than ever! Thank you for your 

gifts! 
Send donations to Esperanza

Esperanza Peace  
& Justice Center 

922 San Pedro Avenue 
San Antonio, TX 78212
To sign up as a monthly donor, 

Call 210.228.0201 or  
email: fundraising@esperanzacenter.org 

Visit www.esperanzacenter.org/donate  
for online giving options. 

¡Mil Gracias! 
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