What do we know about COVID-19 infections
and deaths among Latinos?

by Rogelio Saenz, originally published by Latino Decisions

There is much need for information concerning the impact of
the COVID-19 on the Latino community. Over the last month,
we have heard growing worry regarding the pandemic’s massive
ravage on African Americans. For Latinos, for the most part,
there is much more scattered rather than systematic information.

to their relative presence in the population. The percentage share
of Latinos among people who have passed away from Covid-19
is 15% higher than their percentage share in the population of
the state of New York sans New York City (13.5% of Covid-19
deaths were Latino versus
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In New York City, Lati-

glimpse of what we know
about the virus’ assault on
the health and well-being
of our Latino community <N
using available data.

Information is avail-
able from Covid-19
data dashboards for 38
states and the District
of Columbia that report
COVID-19 infection
cases and/or deaths for
Latinos. This analysis
allows us to determine
how Latinos are faring
so far in the Covid-19

nos are slightly underrep-
resented among the dead
relative to their share in
the population (27.4% of
fatalities were Latino ver-
sus 29.2% in the overall
population).

Accounting for Age

However, once age is tak-
en into account, the level
of mortality changes. The
- 30t 10 analysis shows the age-
adjusted Covid-19 death
rates for three geographic

pandemic. The analysis is
limited to cases and deaths in which Hispanic/Latino identifica-
tion is reported.
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i Widespread COVID-19 Infections across States

® The analysis shows that Latinos are overwhelming overrepre-
6] sented among people infected with the COVID-19 virus relative
to their share in the population in 29 of the 35 states that report
§ Latino cases. Figure 1 shows states classified into five categories
2 on the basis of the ratio of the percentage of infection cases in a
Z given state that are Latino to the percentage share of Latinos in
athe overall population. Ratios above 1.0 signify that Latinos are
5 overrepresented in Covid-19 cases or the dead while those below
1.0 indicate that they are underrepresented. Thirteen states have
proportionately two or more times as many persons among the
= infected than in the overall population.
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2 A Different Pattern Regarding Latino Deaths

g from Covid-19
s

Yet, a distinct portrait emerges when we examine fatalities as-
Si sociated with Covid-19. Of the 29 states that provide data on
14 Covid-19 deaths for Latinos, only one (the state of New York
excluding New York City) has greater Latino fatalities compared

areas (New York City, the
remainder of the state of New York excluding New York City, and
California). Whites have much lower death rates than Latinos and
African Americans across the three locales. In addition, Latinos
and blacks have death rates that are approximately twice as high
as that of whites in New York City, more than twice as high in
Utah, and 3.5 times higher in the case of Latinos and more than
four times higher in the case of blacks in California.

Conclusions

We need to stress that the available data are far from perfect and a
considerable portion of all infection cases and deaths have miss-
ing information on Hispanic/Latino identification. Furthermore,
the data used here are very preliminary, as they are subject to
change with the daily updating of the existing information, and,
unfortunately, with new infection cases and fatalities that will oc-
cur in the coming weeks and months. The portrait will undoubt-
edly continue to change.

Read the full report at: bit.ly/covid-latinos
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