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San Antonio Bus Ministry continues
Editor’s note: The June issue of La Voz featured stories of the bus 
ministry of San Antonio assisting immigrants released from Texas 
detention centers who start their journeys to unfamiliar places where 
someone will sponsor their stay in the U.S. as they seek asylum. 
Stories like the one that follows will continue in the October issue 
of La Voz de Esperanza. Texas has the highest number of detention 
centers in the U.S. with more than 150.  

As a military spouse, I was excited to move to San Antonio two 
years ago. The huge release of families to local churches in late 2016 
showed me that, here, I had the chance to directly impact the lives of these deserv-
ing people.  And it’s these immigrants’ stories that keep bringing me back to work at the bus 
station with the Interfaith Welcome Coalition.

Their stories come in many languages: Quiché, Spanish, Q’anj’obal and Portuguese. 
They’re told by all kinds of people: mothers, children, grandmothers, fathers, women and 
men.  And they bring their stories from a wide array of countries: Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Mexico, Brazil and Sudan, to name only a few.

Recent national events have brought these families into the spotlight. Even so, most of 
the locals and tourists walking down St. Mary’s have no idea how the immigration and asy-
lum issue really is to us here. A quiet river of their human suffering—and of human determi-
nation—flows through the San Antonio Greyhound bus station and international airport, day 
in and day out, all year long. And though they’ve been through trauma and danger, they keep 
pressing forward. We have the honor of helping them a little along their way. 

My family has sacrificed in the service of the United States, and I’ve seen in my hus-
band’s years on active duty the blood, sweat and tears that go into defending our nation. 
These last two years, it’s been important to me that families like ours are fighting for some-
thing that’s still worth defending. And what’s worth defending is a community that gives 
food to a young asylum-seeking mother, cough syrup to a sick migrant toddler, and words 
of respect and welcome to the persecuted stranger. Without all of our efforts, our nation’s 
values would remain a set of good intentions. IWC’S ministry puts some of those best inten-
tions into real action, spreading love where there is fear.					   
						      —Erin Bill, Joint Base San Antonio

Chicano Movement Anniversaries  
Marking 50 Years of Struggles

By Roberto Rodríguez 

Editor’s note: La Voz de Esperanza offers this article as an entry 
to upcoming Chicano Movement anniversaries in San Antonio 
and across the Southwest. It is an excellent source for Mexican 
Amerian Studies courses that are now “acceptable” in this state. 

The next several years will see a number of 50-year com-
memorations of the events that helped to launch the historic 
Chicano Movement of the 1960s and  1970s. For some, the 
movement was a series of legal actions, strikes or huelgas, 
civil rights protests, and mass rallies and marches, all chal-
lenging the permanent dehumanization 
of Mexican peoples in the U.S. 

For others, the movement was a levan-
tamiento, an insurrection or a liberation 
movement. Whatever it was, it was gener-
ally outside of the national conversations 
on race, though for the right wing, it was 
simply “un-American.”

The movement was never unified in 
ideology or action — outside of “Brown 
Power” — though those that took part in 
the initial uprising (1968-1972) took part 
in what political scientists refer to as a 
“primary process,” the equivalence of the 
explosion of a political volcano. This erup-
tion saw the unleashing of pent-up anger, 
but also the unleashing of creative forces, 
resulting in the creation of many political, 
social justice and cultural arts organiza-
tions, many of which survive to this day. 

The commemoration of those foundational events will give 
educators the opportunity to teach history to the younger gen-
erations who know little of that historic era, outside of Cesar 
Chavez. It actually has the potential to create many teaching 
moments and to foment another political eruption, particularly 
amongst those most targeted by society during this extremely 
hostile climate.

Some historians will take a more expansive view and mark 
the mid-1960s through the 1970s as all being part of that pri-
mary process, a time in which Mexican peoples in the US finally 
exploded in fury, no longer willing to accept de jure and de facto 
segregation, discrimination and in general, a dehumanized status. 
Others will view this same era as the beginnings of at least 50 
years of an ongoing political movement. And still others will see 
those same 50 years as a continuation of struggles against a per-
manent second-class status and exploitation that commenced after 
the 1846-1848 US War against Mexico, in which Mexico lost half 
its lands and the people their human rights; this while becoming 
“foreigners in their own lands.”

Many people have always believed that in retrospect, this 
movement would come to be viewed as an Indigenous insurrec-

tion. And truthfully, many still believe that, including that this 
movement is part of a resistance that began when the first arrows 
greeted Columbus.

That said, 2018 will mark 50 years since the Los Angeles 
Walkouts, when some 10,000 Eastside students walked out of 
their schools to demand educational civil rights and a bilingual 
and a culturally relevant education. Memorialized as “The Blow-
outs,” they also took place in other parts of the US, including 
Arizona and Texas.

The year 2018 will also mark 50 years since the 1968 Tlate-
lolco massacre of hundreds of student activ-
ists in Mexico City, many of whom fled as 
exiles here, later making a profound impact 
on the Chicano Movement.

The year 2019 will mark 50 years since El 
Plan Espiritual de Aztlán was crafted at the 
1969 Chicano Youth Liberation Conference, 
held at Denver’s Crusade for Justice. It is at 
which time that for some, the idea of a Nation 
of Aztlán, on the lands stolen from Mexico by 
the United States, became a political ideal.

While some fervently believed in the idea 
of a Chicano nation, for most it was poetic 
expression or in the spiritual realm, as rela-
tive to other liberation movements around 
the world at that time, steps to effectuate this 
nation never actually took hold.

It will also mark 50 years of El Plan de 
Santa Barbara, which triggered the creation 
of Chicano/Chicana Studies nationwide, and 

the creation of student activist organization MEChA (Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán), while creating a “conciencia 
Chicana.” This Consciousness broke from previous generations 
who saw themselves either as Mexican or as American or both. 
However with this new Consciousness, they saw themselves as 
peoples with an Indigenous consciousness that were rejecting 
subservience of any kind whether political economic or even 
cultural. 2019 will also mark 50 years since the founding of the 
Chicano Press Association, an organization that facilitated the 
spread of that conciencia nationwide.

In 1519, colonizing Spaniards first arrived on Mexico’s shores 
and thus, 2019 will mark 500 years of colonization. This conflu-
ence, if 1992 is any guide, may in fact contribute to another one 
of those primary processes. 1992 of course was 500 years since 
the arrival of Columbus. Because many of the countries imposed 
celebrations on Indigenous (mixed populations also) and African 
peoples, there was push back that continues to this day, a push-
back of anything that smacks of or is a reminder of colonialism.

In 1970, young movement activists created La Raza Unida 
Party, giving notice to the nation that Chicanos were no longer to 
be taken for granted, while convening their historic national con-
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• We advocate for a wide variety of social, 
economic & environmental justice issues.

• Opinions expressed in La Voz are not 
necessarily those of the Esperanza Center.

La Voz de Esperanza 
 is a publication of

Esperanza Peace & Justice Center 
922 San Pedro, San Antonio,  

TX 78212
210.228.0201

www.esperanzacenter.org
Inquiries/Articles can be sent to: 
lavoz@esperanzacenter.org

Articles due by the 8th of each month
Policy Statements

* We ask that articles be visionary, progressive, 
instructive & thoughtful. Submissions must be 

literate & critical; not sexist, racist, homophobic, 
violent, or oppressive & may be edited for length.

* All letters in response to Esperanza activities 
or articles in La Voz will be considered for 
publication. Letters with intent to slander 

individuals or groups will not be published.

VOZ VISION STATEMENT: La Voz de Esperanza speaks for many individual, progressive voices who are 
gente-based, multi-visioned and milagro-bound. We are diverse survivors of materialism, racism, misogyny, 
homophobia, classism, violence, earth-damage, speciesism and cultural and political oppression. We are 
recapturing the powers of alliance, activism and healthy conflict in order to achieve interdependent economic/
spiritual healing and fuerza. La Voz is a resource for peace, justice, and human rights, providing a forum for 
criticism, information, education, humor and other creative works. La Voz provokes bold actions in response 
to local and global problems, with the knowledge that the many risks we take for the earth, our body, and the 
dignity of all people will result in profound change for the seven generations to come.

ATTENTION VOZ READERS: If you have a mailing address correction please send it to lavoz@
esperanzacenter.org. If you want to be removed from the La Voz mailing list, for whatever reason, please let us 
know. La Voz is provided as a courtesy to people on the mailing list of the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center. 
The subscription rate is $35 per year ($100 for institutions). The cost of producing and mailing La Voz has 
substantially increased and we need your help to keep it afloat. To help, send in your subscriptions, sign up as a 

monthly donor, or send in a donation to the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center. Thank you. -GAR

See pages 8 & 9  
of La Voz for photos  

of Hays St. Bridge and 
information on the  

community trip to Austin 
 for the Texas Supreme  

Court hearing. 


