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Mariama Konneh 

My name is Mariama Konneh.  I was born in Monrovia, 

Liberia on September 22, 1990.  I came to the United States 

when I was 13 years old.  The first place I lived was Phoenix, 

Arizona and the first high school I attended was Cortez High 

School.  I am very quiet and shy around people I’ve just 

met.  I like to draw and write poetry.  I moved to Austin on 

October 10, 2005.  I speak four different languages, plus 

English. 

 

 

The Meeting Grounds 

This is where we meet 

in hand to hand combat. 

Where the hits feel so valuable 

and the look on your face—priceless. 

I can see you are my backbone. 

The laughter never dies in our world 

and we battle for respect. 

I know my time is near  

when you have to walk alone. 

But until then, we’ll walk forever on this path  

and never stray. 

Just seeing you here makes me feel alive. 

This is where we meet  

in a field full of promises. 

Where you’ll walk  

and I’ll give you time to reconstruct  

yourself, brother. 
 


