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learning does not inspire them to go to college.  As a result, 
more students drop out due to lack of interest or because 
they need to bring in extra money to help their families 
survive.  To them, it seems easier and more practical to get a 
minimum wage job at a Wal-Mart or a fast food joint and 
have some semblance of autonomy, then to compete for 
grants and scholarships to get into colleges and universities.  
Johnston students have made progress with TAKS testing, 
but it is not enough for state officials.  It is not the students 
that are failing, but it is the public education system failing 
our youth. 
 We also grieve from another tragedy:  the 
passing/transitioning of our elder poeta revolucionario 
raúlrsalinas on February 13, 2008, the co-founder and main 
facilitator of Save Our Youth (SOY).  raúl’s life, extensive 
knowledge, writings and commitment to the liberation of 
our people was the lightening rod- for those of us who had 
the honor of struggling with him for a better and just 
society.  Despite his personal struggle with his health these 
last couple of years, raúl forged on with his dedication to 
working with youth at St. Edward’s University and 
Johnston High School.  Like all of his readings and speaking 
gigs from years past, raúl gave it all—showering young, 
creative and sometimes resistant mind/spirits with good 
energy and sacred medicine.  He challenged them/us to be 
truthful and brutally honest by facing our demons and 
telling our stories, our peoples’ medicine stories.  To reach 
into that genetic/body/spirit memory of pain and suffering 
and come face to face with it so that we can begin the 
healing from spiritual, cultural, and linguistic trauma 
caused by the effects of racism, war, and poverty.  And 
despite all the hard knocks life inflicts upon us, raúl showed 
us how to survive and how to be human once again by 
using the pen as a weapon of resistance. 
 Thus, it is in that spirit of using art as a tool for social 
and individual transformation and in honor of the life of 
raúlrsalinas that Save Our Youth facilitated 6 weeks of 
intensive writing workshops with a small humble crew of 

Friends 

The way I go in life starts with friends. 
I have true friends that can help me in life. 
Since I was a little boy,  
There have been many friends in my life. 
I’m not gay or nothing.   
I just never do it alone! 
The way I stay is with a friend, 
‘cause a real friend won’t dis you with other friends! 
That’s being a wimp, 
in your words a punk. 
Well, what I’m saying is you can never have one friend. 
And it takes heart to have a real friend. 
Respect that! 

A Real Gang 

I speak out with the problem between gangs 
And talk about racism. 
It unleashes anger inside of me  
Because there are too many gang members everywhere I go. 
They talk about you and it makes no sense to me. 
There are people throwing up the area code of their homes. 
What does that prove? 
You think you’re better, 
‘cause you think you’re hard. 
They’re just punks backing down from education 
and disrespecting adults. 
Just ‘cause they go to jail doesn’t mean they’re cool. 
Be a real man; talking down ain’t nothing. 
Everywhere I go I hear nigga this and nigga that  
Be a real man and be yourself! 
 


