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Words that Are Being Said 

The words being said 
are spilling over 
so please listen 
do not clean them up 
and pay attention. 
Pay attention 
to the things being said. 
And when you can 
stand up and say something, 
It doesn't matter what 
just say something. 
Open up to people around you 
like others do to you. 
Don't let them just talk 
even though you are told to be silent. 
Sometimes words are better just said out loud 
instead of inside your head. 
You have a voice and we want to hear it. 
 
 

considered taboo during the regular school day.  Through 
the guidance of the students, we traced the connections and 
contradictions between No Child Left Behind, federal 
funding of schools, teaching to the test, and the failure of 
our public education in addressing the needs of young 
people of color in low-income neighborhoods.  They 
emphasized that one of the main problems was that school 
administrators didn’t listen, respect, or take serious their 
recommendations, opinions, or expressions of why so many 
Johnston students were not scoring high enough on the 
TAKS exams.  Yet again we can see this played out with the 
re-naming of Johnston between students, their parents and 
school administrators.  There was a citywide call out for 
recommendations, but the administrators had the last word 
and made the top-down decision for East Memorial High 
School at Johnston Campus (keeping the name Johnston to 
appease the students and their parents). 
 One other simple yet vital element to the SOY writing 
process is to share the love of learning, reading, and 
writing.  We create an atmosphere that is safe, engaging, 
exciting, and fun yet ancient, healing, and empowering.  
The facilitators are soldiers on the front lines of social justice 
who brought that passion, that fire, that inspiration to make 
change through art, expression, body movement, and 
writing.  And without a doubt, we were humbled by the 
power of the students’ words, the intensity of their 
convictions, and their ability to have fun during this 
process.  They were committed to express their truths 
through poetry.  They taught us so much about their 
resiliency and spirit to survive and forge on despite what 
the media and the greater Austin communities say or think 
about Johnston High School. 
 We also hope you are moved and inspired by their word 
power. 
 We want to express our most sincere gratitude to all of 
those beautiful people who have supported and given their 
love to our efforts in working with these talented and 
intelligent young people:  raúlrsalinas, sharon bridgforth, 


