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Speaking out 

Speaking out can empower. 
Some speaking out can anger? 
Some speaking out can liberate. 
You speaking out can imprison. 
You speaking out can move, unmask? 
You speaking out can trouble you? 
Speaking out is good,  
Or is it bad?   
So I guess I will speak out. 

Gentrification 

What am I supposed to do? 
How can I stop something that’s already begun? 
Maybe shouldn’t.   
Maybe I should just let it pass by.   
Maybe it won’t affect me.   
Maybe I’m just a kid who thinks a lot. 
A kid who has nothing better to do after school, 
except think. 
Maybe those thoughts can help me beat the 
system. 
 

Mariama Konneh 

I’m from a country that means liberty. 
I’m from a family that had been broken. 
I’m the girl that is said to be unique. 
I’m the girl some might judge before meeting. 
I’m the senior that everyone thinks is a freshman. 
My passions (arts and sports) are written all over my face. 
The five languages  
(Creo, Liberian English, Malinka, Madingo, English) 
I speak make me unique. 
I’m the girl that just leans back and 
watches the haters pass by without moving. 
I’m the seventeen year old you’ll find different. 
I’m the girl that will do things you least expect her to do. 
I go to a school that is being torn apart 
by the presence of inconsiderate slobs. 
I’m from a hood that is healing from danger. 
I’m girl that believes in second chances 
instead of one. 
I’m Mariama Konneh. 
 


