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Brackenridge Park Master Planning
by Hunter Sosby 

Editor’s note: In the June issue of La Voz, a preliminary plea 
was issued to the community of San Antonio about the Mas-
ter Plan for Brackenridge Park and its surroundings. Visit 
esperanza@esperanzacenter.org to view the article, Brack-
enridge Park: Traditions Endangered? Currently, the city is 
hosting a series of meetings for the public to give feedback. 
See the full report at http://therivardreport.com/wp-content/
uploads/2016/04/2016.02.29-initial-draft.pdf 

I recently attended the first of six community meetings around 
the new Brackenridge Park draft Master Plan. Many community 
members were present to voice their opinion on the recently re-
leased document. The attendance at this first meeting was great 
(from my estimates, at least 80 people were present, and the 
parking lot at Lion’s Field was completely full). You could tell 
there was an energy in the room focused on making change. 

Xavier Urruita, Director of Parks and Recreation, and Brack-
enridge Park Conservancy Executive Director, Lynn Bobbitt, 
gave opening remarks along with District 1 Councilman Roberto 
Trevino before the floor opened up for public comment. Mr. Ur-
ruita summarized for the crowd the five main points of the Master 
Plan, including the plan to reduce vehicular traffic in the park. 

I was truly impressed by the number of people expressing 
concerns about the closure of roads and limiting of mobility in 
the park. Not only does limiting driving in the park bring up ac-
cessibility concerns, but it also ends the longstanding tradition 
of driving through Brack—I’ve heard multiple stories, including 
one at this meeting, of people enjoying drives through the park 
on special occasions. The more stories we can bring to the table 
at these meetings, the more power our voices will have. 

The Draft Master Plan also mentions removing current park-
ing inside the park and replacing it with parking garages along the 

perimeter of the park along with a potential people mover to shuttle 
visitors to the park and surrounding attractions (like the DoSeum 
and Witte museum). Access to Brack won’t be the same if we are 
forced to park on the outside in the number of potential parking 
garages that the plan mentions. 

Another main concern of community members was these 
potential public-private partnerships for new parking garages: 
Would this mean we would have to pay to park in these new 
structures? Such a change would greatly affect so many people 
that use the park. The crowd cheered every time someone 
brought up the fact that these changes will serve to keep 
people out of the park, regardless of what the planners say is 
the true intention. 

Our message seemed to be heard at this first meeting, but 
we can’t stop there if we expect to see change reflected in the 
final plan. Without our voice at these meetings, the developers 
and planners can continue to implement their vision of Brack-
enridge Park, not ours. Show up to make sure that Brack stays a 
park that is accessible to everyone; make sure you have a say on 
what happens to this land that belongs to all of us. 

The attendees at this first meeting seemed to be mostly 
from Brack’s surrounding neighborhoods, but the final two 
meetings are a great opportunity to show that people from all 
around our city care about the future of Brack. We don’t want 
the future of our park to be decided by people that don’t use it. 
As a college student that lives very close to the park, I don’t 
want to see any sort of privatization or costs associated with go-
ing or parking. As one man brought up regarding privatization, 
“this is how we lost Hemisfair!”. I encourage everyone to go 
out to one of the remaining meetings to voice your concerns and 
show your support for Brackenridge’s history and future.

     

Final Brackenridge Park Master Plan Public Meetings

Phil Hardberger Urban Ecology Center
8400 NW Military Highway
Thursday July 7, 2016
6:00pm - 8:00 pm

Ramirez Community Center “Arnold’s Park”
1101 Gillette Blvd.

Wednesday, July 13, 2016
6:00pm - 8:00pm

Make your voices heard at these last two public meetings 
on Brackenridge Park’s future! This is not just about our 
Park it is about how the City of San Antonio does business 
and who the city works for. 


