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VOZ VISION STATEMENT: La Voz de Esperanza speaks for many individual, progressive voices who 
are gente-based, multi-visioned and milagro-bound. We are diverse survivors of materialism, racism, 
misogyny, homophobia, classism, violence, earth-damage, speciesism and cultural and political oppression. 
We are recapturing the powers of alliance, activism and healthy conflict in order to achieve interdependent 
economic/spiritual healing and fuerza. La Voz is a resource for peace, justice, and human rights, providing a 
forum for criticism, information, education, humor and other creative works. La Voz provokes bold actions in 
response to local and global problems, with the knowledge that the many risks we take for the earth, our body, 
and the dignity of all people will result in profound change for the seven generations to come.

ATTENTION VOZ READERS: If you have a mailing address correction please send it to lavoz@
esperanzacenter.org. If you want to be removed from the La Voz mailing list, for whatever reason, please 
let us know. La Voz is provided as a courtesy to people on the mailing list of the Esperanza Peace and 
Justice Center. The subscription rate is $35 per year ($100 for institutions). The cost of producing and 
mailing La Voz has substantially increased and we need your help to keep it afloat. To help, send in your 
subscriptions, sign up as a monthly donor, or send in a donation to the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center. 

Thank you. -GAR

PEACE, WORK, EQUALITY were the words on the banner that 
led the first International Woman’s Day March in San Antonio in 
1985 from the steps of City Hall—2 years before the Esperanza 
was born. Mujeres like Susan Guerra, Esperanza’s first director 
and Graciela Sánchez, director of the Esperanza since 1988 were 
among the march organizers. Performers and speakers at the rally 
at Plaza de Zacate included Emma Tenayuca and Councilwoman 
María Berriozábal. Laura Sánchez of Proyecto Hospitalidad (now 
deceased) spoke for Comite de Madres en A.L. (America Latina) 
who wore white scarves and black dresses. Laura declared: Las 
madres de San Salvador nos pidieron, por favor, ya no manden 
bombas, ya no manden aviones, ya no manden armas —man-
denos pan, mandenos zapatos para nuestros hijos, mandenos 
vestidos. Judy Eng, Margaret Joyal, Virgie Juno, Carmen Rum-
baut, Susan Herr, Genevieve Boyd, Bonita Terry, Lillian Stevens, 
Gloria Cabrera, Antonio Cabral, Spike Zwicki and many more 
participated. Carolina Flores, artist, painted the 
first IWD image for the poster that was framed and 
presented to Emma Tenayuca. Banners proclaimed: 
Women Hold Up Half the Sky; SA Women in Soli-
darity with the Nicaraguan Revolution; Women, 
Mothers, All of Us—We are Strong, in every aspect 
of our lives—We Call for Peace for All the Children; 
Cese La Intervención de USA en A. L.; ¡Demanda-
mos Justicia!—Frente Unido Latino; Somos Unidas; 
NOW-San Antonio, TX and more. Mujeres sang, 
spoke and honored each other setting the stage for 
future IWD Marches in San Antonio and setting the 
bar for a month long celebration of Women’s His-
tory Month in San Antonio that also began in 1985.   

As part of the 
Esperanza’s 30th 
anniversary, we 
pay tribute in this 
issue of La Voz to 
the IWD Marches 
of San Antonio that 
begin in 1985 and 
resumed in 1992 to 
continue annually, 
since.The 27th IWD 
March this year is 
needed now, more 
than ever! 
-Gloria A. Ramirez, 
editor of La Voz
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• We advocate for a wide variety of social, 
economic & environmental justice issues.
• Opinions expressed in La Voz are not 

necessarily those of the Esperanza Center. 

La Voz de Esperanza 
 is a publication of

Esperanza Peace & Justice Center
922 San Pedro, San Antonio, TX  78212

210.228.0201 • fax 1.877.327.5902
www.esperanzacenter.org

Inquiries/Articles can be sent to:
lavoz@esperanzacenter.org

Articles due by the 8th of each month

Policy Statements
* We ask that articles be visionary, progressive, 
instructive & thoughtful. Submissions must be 
literate & critical; not sexist, racist, homophobic, 
violent, or oppressive & may be edited for length.

* All letters in response to Esperanza activities or 
articles in La Voz will be considered for publication. 
Letters with intent to slander individuals or groups 

will not be published.

Photo: Gary Poole, left, with the banner, Cese La Intervención de USA 
en America Latina - Comite de Madres en A.L.

Photo: Laura Sánchez speaks for  
Las Madres


