
Enemy of the People
Looking in the mirror 
at my face, my hair,
my clothes, I know 
myself to be
an Enemy of the People.
How scary to see
an insipid, simpering 
traitor staring back at me.
You know the type.
Though they seem obscure,
EOPs are everywhere
at all moments,
stirring up trouble,
milking mayhem.
EOPs can be spotted
at art museums, theaters.
They are hipster academics 
in black turtlenecks,
poets munching pita chips
spread with hummus.
Anyone wearing a hijab,
kippah, or habit
is certainly an EOP,
as is any atheist, agnostic,
or liberal Protestant.
EOPs attend meetings 

of the Zoning Board,
City Council, and PTA. 
Others read in solitude, 
plotting who-knows-what 
in library carrels. 
Mexican kids who cut 
class to march for illegals
are EOPS. So, too, 
are black students 
who stand on the steps 
of City Hall or encircle 
the Confederate Monument
as they dream of a lift crane.
EOPs work as baristas, 
bartenders, waiters. 
They demand their share
of tips or fifteen
dollars per hour.
They set up unions, 
boycott businesses.
EOPs skateboard or ride bikes 
on the Hays Street Bridge
or swim for hours 
at San Pedro Springs Park.
They are rednecks 
in pickups, suburban moms 

in Priuses. EOPs join 
groups with vague names
like the San Antonio 
Sponsoring Committee.
They chant in Spanish 
or English at protests,
wear tee-shirts 
with Spanish 
or English slogans,
plaster political 
stickers on bumpers:
“Ban Fracking,” 
“Stop Executions,”
“End Islamophobia,”
“Arte Es Vida.”
Enemies of the People,
so-called angry crowds, 
cheer the Lying Press,
the Lügenpresse.
They dare to read websites 
like Latino Rebels,
NOLA Diaspora.
They read periodicals, too, 
like Middle East Report, 
Tikkun, The Texas Observer,
La Voz de Esperanza.

Yes, entire crowds,
whole constituencies, 
are Enemies of the People
or so say those with power
to kill, deport, imprison—
oppressors who make us 
an alternative fact.
The truth remains: 
we are the people.
No somos el enemigo.
Todos somos esperanza.

            — Rachel Jennings

Diosas de la Música Latina, the  debut of a 
MAJOR LATINA THEMED ARTWORK 
collage with a live concert—produced by 
Stars Above Texas Music and hosted by 
Sabinas Coffee House, 2335 W. Com-
merce St. takes place Saturday April 8th, 
6-9pm. For info: TEXT saul barbosa at 
210.860.0660; email at sacollectiblesii@
yahoo.com; or facebook saul barbosa. 

Viva Tacoland features poets: Viktoria 
Valenzuela, Edward Vidaurre, and 
Anthony the Poet on April 14th from 
6:30-10pm sponsored by Gemini Ink. 
Also Juan Felipe Herrera, U.S. Poet 
Laureate will be featured in the 2017 
Autograph Series in a free reading May 
4th from 7-9pm at the Guadalupe 
Theater. A ticketed Luncheon will take 
place at the McNay Art Museum on 
May 5th at 11:30am. See geminiink.org

¡Ojo! Make plans to attend and dance 
at the 36th TejanoConjuntoFestival 
sponsored annually by the Guadalupe 
Cultural Arts Center! Dates are May 
24-28 at the historic Guadalupe Theater 
and Rosedale Park in San Antonio.. 
See:www.guadalupeculturalarts.org/
tejano-conjunto-festival. 

A Compassion Vigil takes place on 4th 
Thursdays (April 27) at Main Plaza 
in front of San Fernando Cathedral. 
Sponsored by peaceCENTER sacom-
passion.net & Interfaith Welcome 
Coalition. Poetry aficionados! 

Tom Keene, a frequent Voz contributor 
now has a site where his poetry is col-
lected. See www.tomkeenesmuse.com

 19th Annual Allied Media Conference 
June 15-18 @ Wayne State University, Detroit, MI 
The conference brings together a vibrant and diverse community of 
people using media to incite change: filmmakers, radio producers, 

technologists, writers, entrepreneurs, musicians, dancers, and artists 
that use media, art, or technology to address the roots of problems and 

advance holistic solutions towards a more just and creative world.The Esperanza will be 
part of the Disrupting Mainstream History: Memory Keeping, Storytelling, and  

Community Archives Track. Check: www.alliedmedia.org/amc
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Notas Y Más
April 2017

Brief news items on upcoming community events. 
Send items for Notas y Más to: lavoz@esperanzacenter.org 

or mail to: 922 San Pedro, San Antonio, TX 78212. 
The deadline is the 8th of each month.


