
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ties, and summer programs across the United States, the 
writing/healing workshops provide sacred, collaborative, and 
righteous moments.  Youth not only learn the craft of writing, 
but also embrace the life stories where we write at our truest 
and best.   

The writing clinics conducted with the students of English 
teacher Camille DePrang at Johnston High School represent 
another germination of this rigorous and holistic process, 
which encourages up-and-coming writers to confront even the 
most difficult parts of themselves and their communities.  In the 
fall of 2005, raúl, Rene Valdez, and invited guests looked to 
poetic expression to transform experiences of pain, violence, 
and alienation as well as those of joy, triumph, and intimacy 
into words that empower, liberate, and heal. 

In Beyond Blood Ties, we find poems that address universal 
themes—war, family/friendship, and culture, in addition to 
individual topics that yield unexpected results.  The young 
authors ask us to consider issues such as the futility of war, the 
rituals of culture, and the injustices committed by our 
government through their verses, images, and revelations.  
The writings further push us to contemplate our collective 
responsibility in building a more just and equitable society.  In 
many ways, these works also adopt the same youthful wisdom 
and reverence conveyed in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.” 
Langston Hughes wrote it when he was only seventeen years 
old and he dedicated it to W.E.B. Du Bois, his senior by thirty-
five years.  These students, similarly, were able to celebrate 
their own community elders like sharon bridgforth, Irma 
Flores, and raúlrsalinas in the culminating event, Honoring 
Our Own: Youth & Elders Poetry Reading.  Their poems are a 
multivocal letter to their elders, who have heard them loud 
and clear. 

 

 

 Strategy? 

Ceaseless violence  
over nothing. 
Widespread fear 
in the bowels of society. 
Clashing opinions  
distort human morals 
to eventual decay. 

Yet,  
war is vital to our existence. 
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