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Asa Potter 
I am fourteen years old and I was born on October 24, 1990.  I 
live with my mom, Kelly, my dad, Jerry, and, my sister, Ashleigh.  
I have lived in Austin, Texas my whole life and I do not plan to 
move.  I really like to skateboard and hang out with my friends.  
My mom’s family is Irish and English and my dad’s family is 
Indian, English, Irish, and a lot of other ethnicities.  When I grow 
up, I hope to be a pro skater or an engineer. 

Gabriela Sanchez 
I am from Mexico City and I was born on April 28, 1991.  My 
mom is from Valle del Bravo, my grandparents are from Spain, 
and my ancestors are too.  My dream is to be an abogada 
because I want to help people that are innocent and want justice.  
I want to see Los Kumbia Kings because I am obsessed with 
them.   

Susana Sanchez 
I was born on November 7, 1990 in Austin, Texas.  Mi familia es 
de Celeya, Guanajato.  I am a student at Burnet Middle School.  I 
like to bring happiness and joy to people and I like to get 
attention. I like to meet and talk to new people.  My hobbies are 
shopping and having fun.  My goals are to finish school and to 
get a good job, and on the side to go out and have fun in my 
nice truck. 

Juan Serrano 
I was born in San José, California on June 11, 1991.  I went to 
school at Seven Trees Elementary School.  I lived there for four 
years then I moved to Austin, Texas.  Almost all my family is 
from Mexico and I am proud because they are from there.  Right 
now I go to Burnet Middle School and, next year, I am going to 
go Lanier High School.  My goal is to be Nascar driver.   
 
 
 

Preface 

If only they 
had turned off the television 
and tune into their own imaginations 

—Pedro Pietri, “Puerto Rican Obituary,” 1969 

Save Our Youth (SOY), the most treasured literary project of Red 
Salmon Arts (RSA), has a longstanding history of nurturing, 
developing, and promoting literature with youth who are “hard to 
reach” and/or belong to underrepresented communities.  
Members of the RSA staff and collective have taken these unique 
writing/healing workshops, that also incorporate music and visual 
arts, into the Austin and surrounding area’s public schools and 
juvenile justice facilities.  Often in conjunction with local and 
regional arts organizations, this program cultivates and supports 
organic ways of learning and knowing.   

In these times where local, state, and federal governments 
are slashing arts and cultural programs in our public schools, 
English teacher Ken Zarifis’ invitation to conduct SOY intensive 
writing clinics with his eighth-grade English class at Burnet Middle 
School in Austin was especially salient.   Internationally renowned 
poet raúlrsalinas, Founder and Director of Red Salmon Arts, and I 
co-facilitated several writing clinics with these students from 
October to December of last year.  Inspired by raúl’s holistic 
teaching method, we collectively brought an energy and spirit 
that transformed the classroom into a safe space where we could 
all become writers, poets, and story- and truth- tellers.  By asking 
the students to draw from their own life-stories to write poems or 
“medicine stories,” as raúl calls them, of liberation, 
empowerment, and healing these young authors envisioned, 
created, and presented poetry that reflected their experiences, 
memories, and histories. 

This anthology, So Look at Me Now, which borrows its title 
from a line in the poem, “Leaving the Past Behind,” by La’Tonya 
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Bell, represents the focus, vivacity, and creativity of these 
workshops.  Indeed, we used an open dialogue approach, along 
with an emphasis on cultural awareness and pride, to breakdown 
the writing process.  We shared with students not only the style 
and mechanics of poetry, but featured free verse, spoken word 
films, and music to expose them to a broad range of literary 
forms.  In this instance, these emerging poets did heed the late 
Nuyorican poet Pedro Pietri’s advice to “tune into their own 
imaginations” to write poetry that explores stories of migration, 
pain, love, growing-up, heroism, homeland, and family to voice 
those matters that often go unsaid. 

We would like to express our sincerest thanks to Ken Zarifis 
for opening up his classroom and overseeing his students 
through this project.  Muchísimas gracias to cultural worker and 
RSA Administrator Rene Valdez for arranging the writing clinics 
and providing invaluable feedback in the editing of the collection; 
to visual artist/poet/musician ezequiel peña-banegas for assisting 
with the workshops; to critically-acclaimed muralist Raúl Valdez 
for the evocative and powerful cover art and graphic design; and 
to Edgar Acuña whose illustration was the inspiration for the 
cover.  Finally, many thank yous/mil gracias to the young authors 
of Burnet Middle School for their ganas/enthusiasm and 
dedication to the creation of this endeavor.   

Let’s all be truth-tellers! 

Lilia Raquel Rosas 
Southside, Austin, Tejas  
Octubre 2004-Junio 2005  
 

 

Cesar Mejia 
I was born on September 5, 1990.  I am from McAllen, Texas but 
my parents are from Honduras. When I was two years old, I 
came to Austin.  The thing that makes me happiest is playing 
football and soccer and having good friends.  Mi meta es ser un 
policía.    

Marcos Mendoza 
I was born in Austin, Texas in 1991.  My whole family was born 
in Mexico, except for me.  So, I’m the only gringo in my entire 
family.  My hobbies are to hang out the whole day with my 
friends.  I like hip hop and Spanish-language music and lots 
more.  I love pizza and Mexican food.  My dream is to become a 
filmmaker in Hollywood.   

Fernando Nava 
I am from Mexico City.  My dad, Leo, is from Guerrero, Mexico.  
My mom, Delphina, is from Mexico City.  I was born on July 3, 
1991 in Mexico City on my mom’s birthday.  I am proud to be a 
Mexican not a Mexican’t.  In 1993, my parents took me to 
Guerrero, where I learned how much we are a part of nature:  
the air is puresa, water is paz, and fire is violencia.  I might not 
be so good with girls, but I am good at drawing almost anything.  
I also like Spanish-language music.  I came to the United States 
on August 6, 2000 and since that day I haven’t gone back to 
Mexico.   

David Perry 
I am thirteen years old and I was born on January 27, 1991.  I’m 
from Austin, Texas.  I am a shy person; I don’t like standing in 
front of people to speak.  I love sports; that is playing rather than 
watching them.  My favorite sports are football, basketball, 
soccer, and baseball.  I am half-German and I am very proud of 
this. My dad and grandparents are from Germany.  My parents 
are divorced now four years, but it doesn’t bother me.  I have 
two brothers and one sister who are all older than me. 
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