
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ana Karen Vargas 

My color is Brown.  That don’t mean I’m your broom. 
My color is Black.  That don’t mean I’m a rapist. 
My color is White.  That don’t mean I’m right. 

You’re stupid because you’re Mexican. 
You’re scared because he’s Black. 
You’re mad because he’s White. 

What do you know? 

I’m Mexican descended and I’m proud. 
I’m Black and I love it. 
I’m White and I’m the same as you. 

Human, with a heart, brain, and soul. 
You’re laughing because you’re scared to show. 
You’re intimated.  You’re jealous.  You don’t know. 

Ask and answer. 

How long have you known me to know? 
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 Introduction 

I write this introduction the day after state of Texas ordered 
the closure of Johnston High School despite improved 
TAKS scores in the last couple of years.  It is yet another 
devastating blow to our East Austin black and brown 
communities already under attack:  displacement due to 
gentrification, lack of affordable housing and quality health 
care, police abuse and harassment, increased monitoring by 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) investigative 
office within the Travis County Jail, and skyrocketing high 
property taxes.  At the moment, the parents and students 
await the states decision on what will happen to the facility.  
Several options are on the table: from an outside 
organization/agency taking over as a high school to AISD 
re-opening it as a part college prep and part tech school.  
One thing, however, is certain—Johnston, is no longer, even 
as they cleverly try to retain part of its name for the so-
called new school. 
 Johnston is the first school ordered closed by the state of 
Texas under George W. Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act 
that mandates public schools pass standardized testing in 
order to receive federal funds.  And while we see public 
education further deteriorate and bankrupted especially in 
communities of color and poor neighborhoods so that 
private interests take over the duties and monies of the 
state, funding for grants and scholarships for higher 
education also get cut.  As more students fall through the 
cracks and on to the streets while the federal government 
increases its criminalization of undocumented workers and 
black and brown people, it is no surprise that the U.S. has 
incarcerated over 2.5 million people. 
 The federal government with the compliance by school 
districts has reduced public education to nothing but 
teaching to the TAKS test (especially in low-income and 
communities of color), instead of teaching to the creative 
and critical capabilities of the students.  This type of 
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