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I Would Change (Group Poem) 

I want to change my self    
Change my community 
Change my anger. 

I value my baby 
Family 
Baby mama 

—Cris G.  
I value  Myself 

Jesus 
god 

family  

I don’t want to change  
my life or the streets. 

—Tommy B. 

I wanna change my drug abuse  
and being convicted and being accused 

of a crime I did not do. 

So hopefully my dream will come true: 
That the world will change and the  

sadness will drain 
through my veins. 

So I can’t complain. 

Education and family can help along the road 
But it’s your decision if you stay or go. 

—Homer H. 

I came from a Mexican family. 
My dad’s from Durango, Mexico. 

My mom’s from El Paso, TX. 
And I’m proud of my family and I’m 

From Austin, TX North-east 
78723.  I was born and raised 
and proud of being Mexican. 

* * * 

78723 

What goes on in my neighborhood  
is parties 
and homies chillin’  
playing some oldies,  
drinking beers 
and BBQing,  
and watching 
the little kids running around 
and people fighting. 

At night is when the stuff  
really happens.  

But that’s 
how my neighborhood goes  
down.  

“78723  North-east” 
Ridgemont St. 
 

 
 


