
The casita at 1412 El Paso St., across from Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, in the heart of the Westside of San 
Antonio has housed a cultural treasure for the last twenty 
years. The MujerArtes Cooperative, sponsored  by the 
Esperanza Peace and Justice Center, opened its studio doors 
in June of 1995 as an avenue for working class Latinas 
from 18 to 80 years old to attend classes in the clay arts at 
no cost. Inside the 1930s bungalow, the women shape clay 
into snapshots of their lives–personal and political. Through 
sculpting, drawing, painting and the telling of stories—
MujerArtes has created clay artwork that reflects their lives, 
as women, as Mexicanas/Chicanas, and as Westsiders. They 
recognize that they are the keepers of culture, traditions and 
memories that will be remembered by the next generations 
through their art. It is not uncommon to see children at 
MujerArtes with their mothers or grandmothers. 
 For the past twenty years, over 200 women have joined 
the cooperative—on and off—some embarking on their own 
careers in the arts. Initially, the women introduced the San 
Antonio public to their art by hosting cafecitos on Sunday 
mornings. The open turquoise door at the studio invited 

churchgoers and passersby to come 
in, browse and talk about politics, 
cultura and art—strengthening their 
ties to community. Many visitors 
walked away with clay treasures 
leaving behind more ideas for the 
women to build on. MujerArtes then 
began to make its presence known in 
the arts community by participating 
in First Fridays at the Alamo City 
Garden, at events in the Blue Star 
Arts Complex and at the popular 
annual markets—the Esperanza’s 
Peace Market and the Guadalupe’s 
Hecho a Mano.  

  Eventually, MujerArtes beg an 
to host its own special markets at La 
Casita and whole art exhibits at the 

Esperanza Peace and Justice Center. For their 5th anniversary 
MujerArtes featured the exhibit Sentimientos y Cultura in July 
2000 with over 200 pieces 
including cooperatively-
made lamps in the shape 
of nopales (cactus) and 
a variety of dinnerware 
depicting Westside lives. 
For Día de los Muertos, 
MujerArtes builds an 
annual ofrenda for their 
dearly departed and may 
host a performance, 
calavera readings, an 
open house or a Mercado 

Mujerartes celebrates 20 años with new exhibit:

Barrio de Barro, 
Reclamando y Recordando 
El Westside de San Antonio

MujerArtes, 1995, Front: Carmen Medrano (deceased), Gloria Gamez, Becky Cuevas, Verónica Castillo, Teresa Koslow 
(deceased). Back:  Rosie Livar, Olga Cardona, Magda McChesney (maestra), Mary Jane Salas, & Rachel Delgado. 

MujerArtes made lamparas 
de nopales (cactus lamps) for 
their 5th anniversary exhibit, 
Sentimientos y Cultura. They 
were an instant success!
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de Muertitos with creative representations of Catrinas, calacas 
and calaveras not found anywhere else in San Antonio. Pan 
de muerto, ponche de muertos, calaveras de azucar and mole 
may also be offered to visitors at la casita on 
the Days of the Dead. 
For Mother’s Day, 
exhibitions and mercados 
have offered unique 
clay creations ranging 
from: candelabras of 
various shapes and 
sizes to handpainted 
tiles; figurines of 
mujeres with or 
without children; and 
clayware depicting 
childhood memories 
or historical scenes. 
El Día de La Virgen 
de Guadalupe has 
also been celebrated 
by MujerArtes 
offering a mercado 
and an exhibit with 
a variety of creative 
clay interpretations 
of La Virgen—
traditional and modern. For the posadas navideñas, 
MujerArtes has offered nativity scenes and even sponsored 
posadas in the neighborhood. On any given year, one can be 
sure one of these unique mercados or exhibits will be offered 
to celebrate one of these special days in 
San Antonio
 In the last ten years the mujeres have 
honed their skills visiting museums, 
cultural centers and community centers 
eventually taking trips outside of San 
Antonio that have included trips to 
New Mexico, Alabama, California and 
even Mexico. A life-changing exhibit 
for the mujeres was Lamento Por Las 
Mujeres de Juárez/Elegy for the Women of 
Juárez in July 2003. MujerArts paid tribute 
in clay to the young women murdered in 
the decades-long femicides known as the 
Maquiladora Murders. Working with Dr. 
Alicia Gaspar de Alba of UCLA who invited 
them to participate in an international 
conference, The Maquiladora Murders, or 
Who Is Killing the Women of Juárez?—the 
mujeres traveled in caravan to the conference 
stopping in Juárez to meet some of the victims’ mothers. 
They also stopped in New Mexico to meet famed indigenous 
artisan, Pablita Verlarde, who died shortly thereafter. At 
the conference they participated in a panel and their clay 
depictions of the murders were exhibited at the UCLA Fowler 
museum along with a special árbol de muerte made by their 
instructor, Verónica Castillo, who obtained special permission 
from her father to make the tree of death. 

 In 1999, the MujerArtes women had been panelists as part 
of Women’s History Week sponsored by the The Center for 
Women and Gender Studies at UTSA. In 2004, they returned 
to UTSA to speak about the Juárez femicides. MujerArtes  

continues to make presentations in other academic and 
community venues.

 In 2005 
MujerArtes 
celebrated 
their 10th 
anniversary 
with the 
exhibit, 
Árboles de 
MujerArtes: 
Recuerdos, 
Tradiciones, y 
Vida featuring 
MujerArtes 
own trees of 
life. Originating 
from Izucar de 
Matamoros, 
Puebla the Tejano 
version of árboles 
resulted in a new 
art form uniquely 
San Antonian. 

The women respectfully asked 
permission to make the árboles of Don Alfonso Castillo Orta, 
winner of Mexico’s most prestigious award, Premio Nacional 
de Ciencias y Artes, and father of  maestra, Veronica Castillo.
 Over the years, MujerArtes’ teachers and coordinators have 

taught the mujeres different techniques 
and introduced them to different life 
experiences. They have included: Magda 
McChesney (formerly,Chellet) their first 
teacher; Mary Helen Tamez, a MujerArtes 
student who later became their instructor; 
local artist, Deborah “Kuetzpalin” Vásquez 
and Gabriela Gutiérrez, coordinator;  
and Cindy Rodríguez who was also a 
MujerArtes student, then teacher. Verónica 
Castillo of the Castillo family of Puebla, 
creators of the famed árboles de vida. who 
came to San Antonio in 1994 as part of the 
Peace Market became part of MujerArtes 
from its inception weaving in and out of its 
sphere as instructor, workshop coordinator 

and artist in her own right. In 2013, Veronica 
left MujerArtes after being awarded an NEA 

National Heritage Fellow that enabled her to fulfill a lifelong 
dream to open her own arts center. Imelda Arisméndes, a 
constant presence 
in MujerArtes since 
its early years has 
served as coordinator 
and is currently the 
instructor. 

MujerArtes 2015, left to right front: Rosa Vega Cruz, Juana Hilda Ruíz, Raquel García, Terri Borrego,  

Olga Martínez. Back row: Grace Sánchez, Patricia De La Garza, Anna Laura Martínez, Gina Sombrano, 

Imelda Arismendez, Arlene Martínez. Not pictured: Anna Uviedo, Grace González, Sonia Díaz, Amalia Ibarra.
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Ana Uviedo works on her Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church for the Barrio de Barro 
exhibit.



 As the women of MujerArtes have 
developed their art recalling their cultural 
roots and 
childhood 
memories they 
have also become 
more politically 
conscious—
participating 
in marches and 
rallies, making 
presentations 
to city council 
and exchanging 
ideas with 
women of other 
organizations (like 
Fuerza Unida) 
and from outside 
the U.S. They’ve  

welcomed 
caravans and 
visitors into 
their space and 
moved beyond 
their level of 
comfort at La 

Casita learning more and more in the process.  
 In their 20 years of existence MujerArtes continues 
to bring new women into the project and bid farewell to 
those that leave as necessity or life dictates. This summer 

MujerArtes bade 
farewell to one of it 
original members, 
Teresa Koslow. 
 Each group meets 
the challenges 
brought about by 
the state of world, 
the nation, the city 
and their families by 
working their hands 
and hearts into clay. 
The current struggle 
of displacement 
and ongoing 
gentrification within 
their communities 
spurred the women to 
create clay replicas of 
Westside businesses, 
churches, and 
homes for their 20th 
anniversary exhibit. 
These pieces remind 

us that our communities are changing rapidly as old homes 
are torn down, and original residents are forced to move out 
when their hearts still live in their old neighborhood. 
 For the near future, MujerArtes is looking to the 
construction of a new building made of adobe in 
Esperanza’s Rinconcito de Esperanza on Colorado St. 
The challenge of raising funds for a new home and 
constructing it to fit the needs of MujerArtes is one the 
mujeres embrace. In the meantime, the support MujerArtes 
has enjoyed from their own families, community and 
neighborhood remains strong. Join us at their celebration!

MujerArtes presents  

Barrio de Barro, 
Reclamando y 
Recordando 
El Westside de San Antonio
20th Anniversary & Sale

Opening Reception
Saturday, September 12th
6pm @ Esperanza 
922 San Pedro • 
210.228.0201
esperanzacenter.org

Teresa Koslow May 26, 1955 - June 18, 2015
Terry Koslow, local folk artist and former owner of Artwerx Alley, was 
born on May 26, 1955, and passed into spirit on June 18, 2015, at the 
age of 60. She was preceded in death by her mother Ellen Castillo and is 
survived by family, friends and her lifelong companion, Rebecca Cuevas. 
Teresa was an artist skilled in painting and clay art. She preserved 
traditional Mexican imagery in her pottery, kitchenware and furniture. 
From tiny wooden shelves to tables and chairs, bowls, dishes and sets 
of tableware—Terry’s artwork proved irresistible to shoppers at the 
Esperanza’s annual Peace Market and markets throughout San Antonio 
and beyond. Teresa was also one of the original members of MujerArtes, 
the women’s clay cooperative of the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center. 
In 2010, Terry was one of MujerArtes’ honorees when 
they celebrated their quinceañera. She will continue to be 
honored as MujerArtes celebrates their 20th anniversay. 
Memories of Terry’s life and art will remian in many 
hearts, minds and homes. The Esperanza staff and board 
extend heartfelt condolences to all who were touched by 
Teresa’s life . —QEPD
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La Chiquita Bakery formerly located  
at 1227 El Paso. From Barrio de Barro
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