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or thut Ihave deceive to live
us the ghosts run

and i undulate my hips, because
i love this woman butch
and eating hard on me, where my sorrow
runs out
where my tears die
where

i am alone
where i finally gasp she is there
and when i die
it is the only thing i take with me
so
nothing else matters
nothing else

nervous under the harsh probe light
IInd
When the doctor
told me to take my
Jlllnties off
I knew Iwas in trouble

it took Mom, Vinito
IInd three nurses to
hold me down

lrightened
IIIthe penetration of cold steel instruments
III1lIwhite faces
llrimacing
l'ollLorting
hl'cause Iscreamed so
loud, so loud gritaba,
Allla \lied not to cry Vinito let his hair cover his shame

110 onc ever told me
110 OIlCever knew
how thc infection
k,'pt coming back
VilliI' hands from dinner to
lilY vagina
VI tllr hands from
IIII' linn rcst
to IIIy hUllholc
110111 the cigarcLLe
III IIIYundeveloped hreasts



to Icum how to
huthe
the doctor thought he showed my
mother how to wash me
I scrubbed in
the middle of
stall-less showers
leaning against gray walls
where Japanese Americans had
learned without hope, I'm sure,
except now it's a migrant camp
and still without hope

by the middle of summer
it had cleared up
because you weren't anywhere near
me
and when we finally went home after
two days of travelling in the truck
of baloney sandwiches with cornchips
I knew the carved niche was there
the fall back into place with nightmares
the constant burning
and feeling to urinate

my size
growth in age
lost its importance
pride sunk
somewhere below my
feet
underneath where
my underwear lay

mom has a million other
things to do
ruther than to look ufler my pcchole

or the sores on my butt
Ispend all my time in the bathroom
the white teacher complained

the end of this doesn't stop
with an uncle's hand, or that he's dead
it follows me into relationships
where and how I live

llnd
fades into
Nomehorizon
likc a snake's tail
Nomeabandoned
road
HOIneplaceway off
whcre earth meets
Hky
lIol11cplaceI don't
l'llre to look at
Illlymore

I~llillsee a doctor
occasionally
hili shc doesn't
Iry to tell me how
hI hathe


